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Geography

Key Vocabulary

Key Word
Definition

Enquiry and Investigation- What are the differences and similarities 

between North America and the United Kingdom?

Where in the world is North America? Biome Biomes are large ecological areas 

of the planet with similar climates

landscapes, animals and plants.
Physical 

feature

Human feature

the natural features of a place or 

environment

a feature that has been made or 

changed by humans.
Climate The average measurements of 

temperature, wind, humidity, 

snow, and rain in a place over the 

course of years

Zone any regions of the surface of the 

Earth loosely divided according to 

latitude or longitude

What is a biome?

Biomes are large ecological areas of the planet 
with similar climates, landscapes, animals and plants. 
What lives in each biome depends on:
•how warm or cold it is
•how dry or wet it is
•how fertile the soil is
There are six types of biomes. They are, Rainforests, 
Deserts. Savannah, Woodlands, Grasslands and 
Tundra.

Landmarks in North America



Science
DT

In DT, the children will use the knowledge gained about circuits in 

science and use this to create their own functioning torch.

The children will sketch ideas for their torch, considering the appropriate 

materials that could be used so that it is fit for purpose. They will 
consider the function of the torch as well as making it look appealing to 

the user.

They will investigate how to make a switch out of different materials, 

using their knowledge of electrical circuits and conductors.

Once the children have made their torch, they will evaluate its 
effectivness against the intended purpose.

Key Word

Definition

Key Vocabulary

Key Word
Definition

In Science this half-term, Year 4 will be learning about 

electricity.

Children will recognise which appliances use 

electricity and how they can keep safe around 

electricity and spot potential hazards.

They will use different components to make a simple 
circuit and understand why a circuit may not work.

The children will also learn about conductors and 

insulators and experiment with different materials to 

see if electricity will flow through. 

They will then use their knowledge to create a circuit 

to power a device.

Key Word

Key Word Definition

Circuit A path for electricity to flow 

through with a power source

Component Things that can be used in a 

circuit such as a bulb, switch, 

battery or motor

Conductor Allows electricity to pass 

through

Insulator Does not allow electricity to 

flow through

Bulb A source of light in a circuit

Battery A source of stored electricity 

that can be used in a circuit

Symbol How a component can be 

drawn in a circuit

Electrical 

appliance

An object that needs or 

uses electricity to work. This 

can be plugged in or use 

batteries
Electricity A source of energy that can 

produce heat, light, sound or 

movement

Electrical circuits

A circuit is made up of different components which needs 
to be complete in order for electricity to flow through. 

Each component can be represented by a symbol when 

drawing the circuit. A circuit needs a power source (such 

as a battery) which can also be know as a cell.
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